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Hudson Passive Project, BarlisWedlick + Levy Partnership, 2010 
 



Certified Passive House Projects, BarlisWedlick + Levy Partnership 
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US Residential Architecture offers unique and 
important opportunities for the exploration of 
innovation in energy conservation. 
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Passive House Advocacy 



How Passive House affects our Practice 

Q1. Does pursuing Passive House force the client to compromise on design? 
 
Q2. How does pursuing Passive House affect the architect/client relationship? 
 
Q3. How does using a Passive House consultant as the lead impact the 

design/building process and how does staff training figure in to the 
process? 

 



Case studies in Passive House Architecture 

Photos by Peter Aaron, Jonny Valiant 



Three Case Study Passive House Projects 

Project HPP SDAK Fox Hall 
Client Developer Congregation Private  

Year Built  2010  2015 2014  

Stories 2 1 2  

Building Type 
 Single Family Church  Single Family  

Construction Type  Timber Frame with SIP 
Curtain Wall 

Timber Frame with SIP 
Curtain Wall (sanctuary)   

 Timber Frame with SIP 
Curtain Wall 

Builder/Contractor 
Bill Stratton Building Co. Hills Construction Bill Stratton Building Co. 

Climate  Zone 5 Zone 5 Zone 5  

Floor Area (sf) 1,650 6,500 1,800 

Form Factor (SA/V) 
 

0.69 0.16 0.81 



Design 

Q1.  Does pursuing passive house force the client to 
compromise on design? 



Case Study 1: 
Hudson Passive Project, BarlisWedlick + Levy Partnership, 2010 

Photo by Elliot Kaufman 



 
Hudson Passive Project 

Project HPP 
Client Developer 

Year Built  2010 

Stories 2 

Building Type 
 Single Family 

Construction Type  Timber Frame with SIP 
Curtain Wall 

Builder/Contractor Bill Stratton 
Building Co. 

Climate  Zone 5 

Floor Area (sf) 1,650 

Form Factor (SA/V) 

 
0.69 
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Hudson Passive Project 



Passive House Design  Original Passive Solar Design  

A1.1.  HPP was completely redesigned to meet the 
Passive House standard and saw insignificant 
changes to its design and design intent. 



Passive House Design  Original Passive Solar Design  



Case Study 2: 
SDAKinderhook Church, BarlisWedlick + Levy Partnership, 2015 



 
SDAKinderhook Church 

Project SDAK 
Client 

Congregation 

Year Built  2015 

Stories 1 

Building Type 
Church  

Construction Type Timber Construction 
with SIP Curtain Wall 

(sanctuary)  
Builder/Contractor 

Hills Construction  

Climate 
Zone 5 

Floor Area (sf) 
6,500 

Form Factor (SA/V) 
 

0.16 
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Passive House Design Original Passive Solar Design 

A1.2.  SDAK was completely redesigned to meet the 
Passive House standard and saw insignificant 
changes to its design and design intent. 



Case Study 3: 
Fox Hall, BarlisWedlick + Levy Partnership, 2014 
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Fox Hall 

Project Fox Hall 
Client Private  

Year Built 2014  

Stories 2  

Building Type 
Single Family  

Construction Type  Timber Frame with SIP 
Curtain Wall 

Builder/Contractor 
Bill Stratton Building Co. 

Climate Zone 5  

Floor Area (sf) 1,800 

Form Factor (SA/V) 

 
0.81 
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Fox Hall 

Photos by Jonny Valiant, Reto Guntli, Bryan Ferry 



A1.3.  Fox Hall was designed from the start to meet 
the Passive House standard and benefitted 
from employing that as the design intent. 







Client Relationship 

Q2. How does pursuing passive house affect the 
architect/client relationship? 
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Case Study 1: Hudson Passive Project, 2010 











 
Case Study 2:  SDAKinderhook Church, 2015 





A2.2. Our Passive House design for SDAK Church 
proved to be a dramatic reduction in CO2 per year 
over our original Passive Solar design.  







 
Case Study 3:  Fox Hall, 2014 









A2.3.  As a ‘part-fab’ Passive House, Fox Hall fully 
satisfied the client’s intent, and gave us goals 
and successes to monitor to enhance our 
relationship. 





Process 

Q3. How does using a passive house consultant as 
the lead impact the design/building process and 
how does staff training figure in to the process? 



 
Case Study 1: Hudson Passive Project, 2010 



 
Case Study 2: SDAKinderhook Church, 2015 

BWA – do you have 
any more interior 
shorts of the church to 
use on this slide 
instead of these 
drawings? 



 
Case Study 3: Fox Hall, 2014 



 
Case Study 3: Fox Hall, 2014 





Conclusions 



Q1.  Does pursuing passive house force the client to 
compromise on design? 

A1.  PH influence had minor impact, and techniques 
can be used to drive design in a positive way 

  



Q2. How does pursuing passive house affect the 
architect/client relationship? 

A2. PH influence had positive impact in setting 
goals, working together to reach them, 
measuring and verifying accomplishments. 

  



Q3. How does pursuing passive house affect the 
architect/client relationship? 

A3. Using a passive house consultant as the lead 
improved the design process while staff training 
enhanced employee satisfaction and client 
good-will. 
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