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High Performance Building in the Land of the Thunder Dragon



The Karuna Foundation supports visionary organizations in developing nations working to 

both mitigate carbon emissions and help human populations and the ecosystems they rely on 

adapt to climate change. 



Jigme Singye Wangchuck School of Law's mission is to shape young students into lawyers who 

can navigate the modern global legal environment while remaining mindful of Gross National 

Happiness and Bhutanese culture and traditions.
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• Stone of primary structure

• Heavy timber wood floor and roof 

framing

• Structural elements are expressive

• Open attic

• Wood shutters, no windows

• No insulation 

• No air-sealing

• No mechanical ventilation

• Biomass heating system

• High quality craftsmanship

• Built by Bhutanese



• Reinforced Concrete Frame

• Masonry infill walls with stucco 

rendering

• Structural elements are disguised

• Open attic (sometimes)

• Site-built single pane wood windows

• No insulation

• No air-sealing

• No mechanical ventilation

• Electric resistance heating

• Low quality craftsmanship

• Built primarily by migrant labor
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1. Metal Roof 

2. Open attic

3. Insulated concrete ceiling

4. Decorative elements

5. Double glazed windows

6. Cantilevered floor

7. AAC infill wall

8. AAC exterior masonry over 

10 cm mineral wool

9. Insulated floor over 

crawlspace

Air Barrier















*To Maintain 68oF*




















